


“I will cause Your name to be remembered in all 
generations; therefore the people will give You thanks 

forever and ever.” 
Psalm 45:17 (NASB)

Since 1968, generations across rural Canada have come 
to know the one true God because of the efforts of 
Village Missionaries and the churches they have faithfully 
served. 

The great things He has done in forgotten communities 
will never be forgotten by those who have personally 
experienced His love, grace, and power. 

Every life transformed, every soul saved is part of the 
legacy of what God has done—and continues to do every 
day!—through Village Missions. 

Nearly one-third of the Village Missionaries serving in 
Canada have come from churches served by Village 
Missions. In this edition of Country Matters, you will meet 
a family that is part of that legacy.  

Chris & Naomi White, serving as Village Missionaries in 
rural Alberta, joined our ministry in 2006. 

with Murray Graham, Executive Director
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Their story began many years ago when Chris was just 
a young boy growing up in a Village Missions church in 
British Columbia. He experienced firsthand the value of 
a missionary-pastor in a rural community. 

With a deep love for unremembered places and a 
desire to shepherd small congregations, it wasn’t long 
before Chris—and soon, Naomi—answered the call to 
become Village Missionaries themselves. 

I pray that as you learn about their journey, your passion 
for rural ministry will increase. Praise God that He invites 
people like you and me—and the White family—to 
participate in His work of building His kingdom in rural 
North America.  

In Him,

Murray Graham 
Executive Director 



A Final Surrender 
Chris White was emotionally and spiritually ruined.

After fighting against the Lord’s call for so long, he was finally 
ready to raise a white flag of surrender. 

No longer having the strength to wrestle anymore, he made 
a deal with God. Yes, Lord, I will become a pastor. But please 
show me a sign.

At that moment, a glaring billboard flashed before Chris’s 
eyes with an undeniable message: Don’t refuse the call.

That was enough. 

Chris finally relinquished his resistance and 
began his journey to become a pastor. But 
not just any pastor—a Village Missionary. 

Before we dive any further into this story, 
let’s go back to where it began.   

Nukko Lake, British Columbia
Just 34 kilometres northwest of Prince George lies the rural 
community of Nukko Lake. It was here that Chris spent his 
childhood and where a little country church changed his life. 

His grandparents would faithfully bring him to Lakes 
Community Church each week; when their health declined, 
a couple (Jerry and Sugar Pitcher) picked Chris up every 
Sunday and took him to any church related events.

Although the congregation was small, their impact on his 
life and walk with the Lord was immeasurable. And by the 
time Village Missionaries Henry & Marilyn Vandermeer—now 
District Representatives!—arrived at Nukko Lake in 2000, they 
challenged Chris to take on a bigger role in the church. 

Already serving with the youth, Chris had little interest in 
expanding his involvement. But when Henry brought him to a 
youth conference in Alberta, the Lord intervened. 



Chris not only sensed God’s clear calling to become a pastor, 
but the flashing billboard with its sobering words left no room 
for doubt. 

With a newfound determination to follow the Lord’s call on 
his life, Chris headed off to Bible school. 

Preparing for Ministry 
While on his quest at Peace River Bible 
Institute, a young woman caught Chris’ 
eye. 

But before their relationship could blossom 
any further, he let Naomi know up-front that 
he was there to be a pastor, and his end 
goal was serving with Village Missions. 

In fact, while they were still dating, 
Chris introduced her to Roy Adrian—
District Representative at the time—and 
confidently announced that this man 
would be his boss one day!

Initially, Naomi had many reservations 
about becoming a pastor’s wife. But after 
time spent in prayer, her love for Chris 
and desire to serve alongside him in 
ministry prevailed. And because she too 
grew up attending a small church, the 
rural mission field became their shared 
ambition. 

They married, completed their studies, and set out to join 
Village Missions. 

Rich Valley, Alberta
Chris & Naomi became Village Missionaries 
in 2006 when the Lord planted them in the 

Chris & Naomi at their 
wedding with Henry & 
Marilyn Vandermeer; 
the Whites graduate 
from Peace River Bible 
Institute.



middle of rural Alberta. 

When they first arrived, barely anyone knew that Rich Valley 
Community Church still existed. Today, nearly everyone 
realizes the value that this country church has brought to 
this little town. And the White family’s devoted presence has 
demonstrated that they are there for the long haul. 

Chris’ ministry to the local school, where 
one day he is driving the bus and the next 
volunteering in the classroom, enables 
him to meet and minister to the families 
of Rich Valley. 

He is also recognized throughout the 
county as a Chaplain. In fact, he is a Fire 
Chaplain for two County’s Fire services and 
the Chairperson of the Alberta Association of 
Fire Chaplains. 

Naomi’s piano lesson and seamstress ministries have opened 
many doors to love and serve people all throughout the 
county. 

But their ministry would not be complete nor as 
special without their children. 

“Our kids play a big role in meeting 
people in the community,” shares Naomi. 
“If it weren’t for our kids’ involvement in 
sports and in the school, we wouldn’t 

have met a lot of people in the 
community otherwise.”

Their four daughters and two sons 
are the purest definition of a “Village 
Missions kid,” since the ministry life 
of preaching the Word and loving the 
people is all they’ve ever known! 

The White family’s ministry in Rich Valley 
is ever-changing, filled with many highs 

and lows through the years. While there have 
been many dark and difficult moments, the 
Lord has been faithful each step of the way as 



they proclaim the gospel in this little community. 

Legacy 
The Lord has used the White family to establish a thriving 
ministry in Rich Valley. But He began writing their story, and 
how they are part of Village Missions’ legacy, long ago. 

Lakes Community Church and a host of Village Missionaries 
loved, invested in, and discipled Chris. He caught the vision 
of a missionary-pastor, and he didn’t refuse the call. The Lord 
gave his bride, Naomi, that same passion for reaching rural 
communities with the gospel. 

Now they and their children carry the baton—the legacy of 
Village Missions—into their own mission field. 

“Legacy is not something in the past,” shares Chris. 
“Lakes Community Church and the Village Missionaries 
who served there are still part of us. How we do ministry 
would not exist without them.”

That’s the beautiful part about legacy—it’s never ending and 
always unfolding...just like the White family’s story in Rich 
Valley. 
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