


In 2015, Village Missions launched the Forward 
Again Initiative. One of those goals was to raise up 
10 new missionaries. With 5 missionaries added in 
2016 and more interns and applicants in the works 
this year, we are thrilled to be close to reaching that 
goal. 
Another one of our goals was to see a spiritual 
awakening across rural communities in Canada. 

As we recruit and place more 
missionaries, I want to make 

spiritual awakening this year’s 
theme. I call it a Spiritual 180⁰. 

Acts 20:21 says, “I have declared to 
both Jews and Greeks that they must 
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turn to God in repentance and have faith 
in our Lord Jesus.”

What Paul declared to the Ephesian elders, we 
proclaim across rural Canada. “You must turn to God 
in repentance.” Praise God, because that is exactly 
what is happening!
Across the country, men, women and children are 
surrendering their lives to God, and the Lord is using 
Village Missions to be a part of it!
Because of the new missionaries joining Village 
Missions, we are reaching even more communities 
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. That is why we 
are continuing to recruit more and more Village 
Missionaries. There is such a great need in rural 
Canada, and as long as God chooses to use us, we will 
send missionaries to the most remote and forgotten 
people of this country. 
In this issue, you will read about one of the newest 
churches to receive Village Missionaries. The church is 
a shining example of the amazing work God is doing. 
May this story bless you and encourage you in your 
own faith. 

In Him, 

Murray Graham



Stepping Out in Faith
The congregation in Boyle, AB was small, but their faith was not.

For more than a decade, 20 faithful individuals met together each 
and every Sunday, even though they were missing something very 
important—a pastor. 

More than 140 kilometers north of Edmonton, the church statistically 
had very little opportunity for growth. Rather, chances were high the 
church would inevitably close. But the faith of 20 people kept the 
church afloat, as each passing year they would meet together, pray and 
wait on the Lord. 

Years later, a family from Wasa, BC happened to relocate to Boyle. 
Soon after, they happened to begin attending Boyle Gospel Chapel. 
When they heard about the need for a pastor, they immediately 
recommended Village Missions, because they just so happened to have 
attended a Village Missions church before moving to Boyle.

None of this happened by chance. The Lord 
was answering the prayers of this small, 

faithful congregation. 

After reaching out to Village Missions, the church was accepted to 
receive a Village Missionary. 

New Missionaries & A Free House
With Village Missions having no new recruits since 2011, the people 
in Boyle had no idea when they might be able to receive a pastor. So, 
the church continued what they had been doing for years—meeting 

However, two seemingly impossible obstacles stood in their way: 
The church had no parsonage, and Village Missions had no pastor to send. 



The church saw their prayers 
answered through the arrival of 
Brenden & Helena Peters, their 

new Village Missionaries.

together, praying and waiting.

Finally, in 2016, four couples and a single 
man completed the Village Missions 
Candidate School and were accepted to 
become Village Missionaries. With a 
parsonage already available in Boyle, 
Village Missions was able to send 
Boyle Gospel Chapel their first Village 
Missionaries, Brenden and Helena Peters. 

Brenden is a son of Village 
Missionaries Ed and Ruth Peters, 
and was only 11 when the people 
of Boyle began praying for a pastor. 
Fifteen years later, God would use 
his family to answer the prayers of a 
church just four hours from where he grew up. 

Despite the excitement surrounding their first Village Missionaries, 
the church still had no parsonage to house the Peters. 

That’s when one family from the church 
stepped out in faith in an amazing way. They 
purchased a house with their own money and 

offered it to the church as a parsonage!

Continued Faith
Even after receiving Village Missionaries, the congregation continued 
to step out in faith. 

Boyle Gospel Chapel had stated that they could only afford a portion 
of the pastor’s salary. They would need Village Missions to cover 
the remainder. However, upon the Peters arrival, the people almost 

However, two seemingly impossible obstacles stood in their way: 
The church had no parsonage, and Village Missions had no pastor to send. 



immediately decided they would become self-supporting. 

They had seen God bless their faith in the 
past, so there was no reason to doubt His 

financial provision either. 

“Their mindset is that if they can provide the full amount, and thus save 
Village Missions from needing to give money on their end, then that 
helps Village Missions. Plus, it means that the church is stepping out in 
faith that God will provide, which He has,” said Brenden.

Turning 
Canada 
Around 
While the 
congregation in Boyle 
had remained faithful 
for 15 years without a 
pastor, they are finally 

now beginning to see growth again in their church. Both families who 
used to come years ago, as well as new families, are joining the church, 
thanks to the presence of full-time Village Missionaries. 

“More people are returning to church,” said Brenden. “That is a 
huge thing to happen in this community.”

Boyle is a wonderful reminder of the work God 
is doing in rural Canada. With more and 



The Boyle community is being changed 
by the presence of the church and 

the Village Missionaries who serve 
there.

more Village Missionaries joining the mission, Village Missions is truly 
moving forward again. 

In the most remote places of Canada, the Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
going forth. Village Missionaries are helping bring new life, not only to 
the local church, but to entire communities as well. God is raising up 
men and women to go where others will not go, to preach a message 
many do not know and to show Christ’s love to those who have never 
received it.

God is doing something amazing in rural Canada. He is turning lives 
around!  

 Will you join us in this ministry? 

Visit villagemissions.ca or call 403-396-3013 
to partner with us today!



New Canadian Fields

Boyle, AB
Boyle Gospel Assembly is located in Boyle, AB. 
Boyle has a population of 948 and is located 
163 kilometers north of Edmonton. The area is 
surrounded by lakes and trees and is known for 
farming, oil and logging. Oil has also brought 
many younger families to the area.  Boyle Gospel 
Assembly was without a full-time pastor for more 
than 15 years before receiving their first Village 
Missionaries in Brenden and Helena Peters. Boyle 
Gospel Assembly continued meeting over the years 
without a pastor, but since the Peters arrived last 
year, the congregation has already begun to grow. 
Please pray that the Peters would thrive in their first field, that Boyle Gospel 
Assembly would grow in the Lord and that the community at large would be 
reached with the Gospel of Christ. 

Thorhild, AB
Thorhild Living Gospel Fellowship (TLGF) for 60 
years was the only Evangelical Church among the 
5 mainline churches in town, but in the last several 
years it has faced a stark decline. Thorhild, Alberta, 
now only a hamlet, still sports the title, “The 
Sunflower Capital of the Prairies,” which proudly 

represents the family farm and community spirit 
of tightly knit ethnic and religious loyalty. For 
most of a century, Thorhild enjoyed being an 
integral link in the Northern Rail System as a 
thriving center of business, located 100 km north 
of Edmonton. In August of 2016, TLGF joined 
Village Missions as the means to carry forward the 
all-important Gospel Message. Recent newcomers 

to Village Missionaries and veteran church planters, Steve and Joyce Dennis, look 
to rebuild this very small ministry. Their focus is on being an active witness in the 
community and discipling recent believers. Pray as Steve and Joyce “Preach the 
Word and Love the People” in Thorhild, but specifically that people, despite their 
own religious beliefs, will actually be open to the true Gospel of God’s love and 
forgiveness.  



2015 Annual Report

Purpose Statement:  Village Missions exists to glorify Jesus Christ by 
developing spiritually vital churches in rural North America.

Canada statistics:
 (as reported monthly by Village Missionaries)
   Salvation decisions in 2016:
 Adult: 7
 Children: 18
   Baptisms:
 Adult: 12
 Children: 9
   Dedications: 60

   Median Sunday morning attendance (per church):
 Canada 33

Canada (as of June, 2015): 21 fields served by Village Missions 
with 9 or 38% in need of help from Village Missions for the 
missionary ’s salary/healthy insurance. 13 additional fields are 
served by 4 Associate Missionaries or waiting for a Village 
Missionary. 22 couples serving as Village Missionaries, 2 interns, 4 
Associate Missionaries; 1 District Representative Couple, and 1 
Executive Director.

Give, and it will be given to you: good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, and 
running over...For with the same measure that 

you use, it will be measured back to you.
Luke 6:38



Village Missions Board of Directors
Top Left: Chairman of the 
Board Lee Gregory

Top Right: Bob Hillhouse

Bottom Left: Richard 
Semenya

Bottom Right: Hal York

Not Pictured: Ernie 
Munchinsky

General Fund Income & Expenses
for the year ended June, 2015

2016



Annual Report

Total Expenses $993,313

Income by Source, $916,985
for the year ended June, 2015

Donors
30%

Donors: 
Designated to 
Mission Work

44%

Affiliated 
Churches

21%

Village 
Missionaries

3%

Other
2%

Missions
91%

Administration
8%

Development
1%
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