


When we refer to “Village Missionaries,” we are talking about both 
the husband and wife. This is because the two are a team. The way our 
Village Missionary wives complement their husbands makes the two 
stronger in ministry and more effective in reaching their communities. 

Proverbs 31:10 says, “Who can find a virtuous wife? For 
her worth is far above rubies.” Verse 20 continues, “She 
extends her hand to the poor. Yes, she reaches out to the 
needy.”

I know that verse sure resonates with me. When Carole and I were 
Village Missionaries, Carole had such a heart for the needy. She 
developed a Vacation Bible School program in our church, because 
there were unchurched kids who needed to hear the Gospel. She led 
Bible studies to help women grow in their faith, and she even visited 
those in the hospital with me. She did all of this while also being a 
homemaker!

Verses 27-28 say, “She watches over the ways of her 
household, and does not eat the bread of idleness. Her 
children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and 
he praises her.”
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On top of many other ministries, Village Missions wives are also 
raising children and taking care of the home. This is no small task! We 
have seen so many of these children go on to do wonderful things, 
including becoming Village Missionaries. What a testament to their 
mothers! 

In this issue, you will read about three women who each used her 
unique background and gifts to serve in her community. You will 
learn how God is using women across Canada to radically shape small 
towns and rural communities with the Gospel of Christ. While their 
husbands are preaching 
from the pulpit on Sunday 
mornings, these women are 
bringing the love and hope 
of Christ to individuals they 
alone can reach. 

Some teach music, work 
at hospitals, lead women’s 
Bible studies or host sewing 
parties. Others mentor, visit 
the elderly or adopt. Were it 
not for these women, many 
souls that need a woman’s influence might slip through the cracks. 
They are reaching individuals who may never step foot in a church 
but are forever changed by the kindness of a Village Missionary 
woman.

The bottom line is that God is using these precious women to help 
needy souls across Canada. 

Standing with the country church,

Brian Wechsler
Executive Director, Village Missions



The high school senior stood in front 
of Village Missionary Naomi White, 
admiring the prom dress that Naomi 
had altered for her. The girl asked 
how much she owed. 

“Nothing,” said Naomi. “It’s a gift of 
love. God loves me, and this is my 
way of showing His love to you.”

The girl holding the dress was 
stunned, and holding back tears she 
said, “People don’t do that for each 
other anymore.”

In college, Naomi could have never imagined herself in that situation. 
For one thing, she had no desire to be a pastor’s wife. For another, she 
had no idea how to sew. Naomi entered her freshman year of Bible 
school with plans to gain biblical knowledge and earn a degree in 
music. She would leave college with a four-year music degree, but she 
would also leave with a husband, two kids, and plans to go into full-
time ministry. 

The initial life of ministry was difficult for Naomi. 

“I didn’t really know what a pastor wife was. It took a few 
years to figure out what my role was. To start, my goal was 
to be just a wife and mother.”

Naomi would begin to put her music degree to use teaching piano 
lessons to children in the community of Rich Valley, AB, but a second 
ministry would catch her off guard—sewing. 

After receiving a sewing machine from her mother, Naomi began to 
host sewing nights, in which the ladies of the church taught her to sew. 
Naomi was able to host the sewing ministry in her own home. While 
the ministry started with just church ladies, unchurched individuals 
now attend as well. The White’s home is in the basement of the church, 
so the ministry now is often hosted in the sanctuary, where several of 



the women would otherwise never step foot. This has spurred many 
unique conversations and teaching moments for Naomi, who is able 
to show the love of Jesus Christ in a church building without any 
judgement toward others. 

“It’s a little door—a little impact, but it’s really cool.”

It started with a sewing machine, and God is using the hands and 
words of Naomi to be a light for Jesus Christ to those who might 
otherwise never hear.    

Sometimes, it takes hearing a children’s Bible story for the Gospel to 
really click in a parent’s life. Because of Joan Germain’s faithful ministry 
to women and children, that is exactly what happened. 

Joan and Ron Germain weren’t initially planning on full-time ministry 
when they married, but they did love the country scene. God called 
them into the ministry of Village Missions in 1996. They were assigned 
to Northfield, ON, and the two are still ministering there today. 

“They call us “Steady Eddy’s,” said Joan.

While Joan focused primarily on 
mothering her three children initially, 
she soon found avenues of ministry in 
Northfield, specifically in women’s and 
children’s ministry. Joan continues to lead 
Bible studies, kids programs and even a 
summer soccer program. 

The emphasis on children has had a 
wonderful effect. So much so, that 
half of the members at Crossroads 
Congregational Church are children. 

“A lot of families at church are the 
result of unchurched kids we taught.”



Not only are the children’s programs a ministry to kids around the 
community, but at some of the events, parents also are able to hear the 
Gospel message. 

“Two mothers got saved through listening to kids’ Bible 
stories. They told me, ‘I knew all about the Bible, but I didn’t 
know I had to be saved.’ Sometimes it’s just hearing the plain 
Gospel.”

Joan said she and her husband are very different individuals, but 
together, they serve the people in Northfield with a common purpose—
showing the love and hope of Jesus Christ to everyone they meet. 

Ryan and Jenneke Schnee got a head 
start on full-time ministry. Prior to 
joining Village Missions, Jenneke was 
an elementary teacher, and Ryan was 
a journeyman welder. While neither 
had plans to enter full-time ministry, 
both spent many hours each week 
volunteering with the local church.  A 
deep love for ministry propelled them 
into significant roles at their home 
church in Gwynne, Alberta, where they 
helped keep the church afloat until it 
joined with Village Missions. 

Shortly after Ryan received his Masters of Theology, the two began on 
their first Village Missions field in Middle Lake, SK. Though new to 
full-time ministry, Jenneke found the transition relatively easy. 

“The shift to full-time ministry was not difficult for me,” said 
Jenneke. “We were commissioned to do officially what we 
had been doing unofficially for a long time.” 

The Schnees have been in Middle Lake since 2011, and Jenneke has 
found her niche in family ministries (women, children and youth), 



as well as in creative endeavors, such as the webpage, Power Point, 
programming and newsletters. The Schnees also have four children at 
home, but Jenneke does not separate family from ministry. 

“For us, ministry is a lifestyle, not just a job.  Our children 
accompany us often, and our home is used for both an office 
and hospitality.”

This style of ministry has given Jenneke abundant opportunities to 
show the love of Christ to her community. She has been able to comfort 
unsaved mothers in the hospital, introduce children to Jesus who had 
never heard about Him, host youth from multiple denominations, help 
women in their walks with the Lord, and so much more. 

“However we prioritize our time and relationships, we have 
more invitations and opportunities than we can ever take 
advantage of! The sorrow of our limitations and people’s 
choices not to continue on with God have been very real. 
That being said, it has been amazing to battle on our knees 
and watch God change lives!”

God is using Village Missionaries to spread the Gospel message 
across rural Canada. Like Naomi, Joan, and Jenneke, these women are 
showing the love of Christ through the way they raise their children, 
adopt and care for foster children, visit the elderly, lead Bible studies, 
encourage their husbands, bake, pray earnestly, lead music and so many 
other ways. 

Each of these women came from a different past and now serve in 
different ways, but the results are the same. Some dreamed of ministry 
and instantly loved it. Others followed their husband’s calling and 
discovered their ministry through early struggles. Some serve front 
and center, while others stay in the background. All of these women are 
shining a light in places where many are not willing to go, and because 
of them, these communities will never be the same.
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